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The valuable reports issued by the medical officer
to the Local Government Board during recent years
should be in every hand, for all are interested in
the matter of disease propagation by flies. Special
reference may be made to Mr. J. P. JEPSON’s report
on the breeding of the house-fly during the winter
(New Series, No. 5 ; also Nos. 85 and 102 by Dr. S. M.
COPEMAN) ; reports by several observers on the

distribution of bacteria by artificially infected flies
(Nos. 40, 53, and 66) ; and the reports on the range of
night of flies (Nos. 53 and 85), Professor A. E. SHIPLEY
states that house-flies usually begin to breed in June
and July, and continue until October, being most
active in August and September; but in warm
stables or kitchens they may breed all the year
round. The whole development of the fly, from egg
to imago, may take place in nine or ten days ; the
second generation may lay eggs ten days later.
We hope that the interesting Anti-fly Exhibition
now being held at the Zoological Gardens, Regent’s
Park, London, a brief account of which appears
elsewhere, will be visited by many responsible
members of the public, who will thus be able

to appreciate the measure of risk which a com-
munityruns through the evil-doing of flies, -and will
be prepared to second the efforts of our sanitarians
to fight a very numerous and determined foe.

Annotations.

THE IMMATURE SPIRITS (RESTRICTION) BILL
AND MEDICINES.

"Ne quid nimis."

As reported in our Parliamentary columns last
week, the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Lloyd
George) agreed to exempt rectified spirits used
for the compounding of medicines from the pro-
visions of this Bill. Representations on the

subject were made by Mr. Glyn-Jones, M.P., Par-
liamentary Secretary of the Pharmaceutical Society
of Great Britain, Mr. W. J. Uglow Woolcock, Secre-
tary and Registrar of that Society, and Dr. Alfred
Cox, Medical Secretary of the British Medical
Association. As Mr. Glyn-Jones pointed out in

Parliament, if medical men, pharmacists, and hos-
pitals were not to be allowed to obtain rectified
spirit by a prohibition clause in the Bill the posi-
tion would become serious. The Pharmaceutical
Society at once realised the situation,,and urged
that it is vital to the preparation of medicines that
rectified spirits of wine should be available for
use by registered medical men, hospitals, and
pharmacists for the making of preparations of the
British Pharmacopoeia. In -the recently published
(1914) edition of the Pharmacopaeia there are

427 preparations, and of these rectified spirit
is a necessary ingredient in 263. Further, as the
law stands it is absolutely illegal for anybody to
make these preparations with anything but rectified
spirits of wine. Subsequently general resolutions
were passed, but the remissions did not appear
because, as Mr. Lloyd George explained, it was not
necessary to have a resolution for that purpose, all
these matters, he added, being dealt with after the
" charging resolution " had been adopted. Mr.
Glyn-Jones was anxious that this matter should

be made quite clear when the general provisions of
the Bill were discussed, for as the resolutions
stood they included all spirits. Mr. Lloyd George
stated that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to exempt from these particular taxes the
spirits used in medicine. The medical and phar-
maceutical authorities, who strongly appealed for
the exemption of spirit employed for medicinal
purposes from the provisions of the Bill, have done
excellent service to medicine by preserving the
efficiency of dispensing practice in the directions
indicated. 

____

EGYPTIAN OBSTETRICS AS ILLUSTRATED BY A
GREEK INSCRIPTION.

IT is popularly believed that the process of
child-birth among primitive peoples is a simple
and comparatively painless one. There are signs
that this is so, for some of the West African women
at the present time make no ado- whatever during
parturition, all the circumstances being normal.
But a difficult labour is a different matter, and if the
assistance of a native doctor is called in the -fate of
the mother may be a terrible one. Where the
knowledge of anatomy and medicine is very small
the sufferings at complicated -. childbirth- - have
always been terrible, and for many centuries
they were jusjt as great in Egypt. and Greece, the
most civilised countries of their day, as in the
backward. parts of Asia and Africa. at the present
time. A Greek inscription recently found in Egypt
clearly illustrates- this sad fact in the history of
civilisation. It has been published by Professor G.
Arvanitakis in, the Bulletin of the Archaeological
Society of Alexandria, whose edition of the text
may be thus rendered into English. " Who is the
dead one ? Herois. How and where ? Having a
tumour (’yxos) in the stomach. And, notwithstanding
that we placed a weight (in the form) of Isis; the
mother was lost very quickly, and then the child also.
What was her age ? Eighteen. So Herois was in the
flower of her age. Oh, the unfortunate one. May
Osiris render her ashes light and grant her sweet
water." The story told in this record is one which?
it is to be feared, was of frequent occurrence about
the commencement of our era. Herois’s first
accouchement had arrived, and the doctor, or

midwife, acting as attendant, finding the delivery
delayed, proceeded by mechanical means to accele-

rate matters. He took a weight made in the form
of a figure of Isis, a presiding deity on such occa,
’! sions,- and either placed it upon the mother’s
abdomen or, as is more probable, attached it by a
cord to the already projecting part of the infant.
In this case the mother would have been placed in
a sitting posture, resting upon two stools, or stand-
ing erect. The erroneous practice in the case

referred to produced the delivery of the child,
doubtless injured, for it died shortly after the
mother. The word translated tumour is oyxos,
which Galen uses solely with that meaning.

PANCREATIC INFANTILISM.

"THE characters of pancreatic infantilism are:

arrested bodily and arrested sexual development;
intelligence good, no mental defect; no deformity
or structural defects of the bones; no visceral
disease or derangement except chronic diarrhoea,
flatulent distension of the abdomen, and defective
or arrested pancreatic secretion. The defective or
arrested pancreatic secretion is probably due to
chronic pancreatitis. In some cases the condition
(chronic diarrhoea and infantilism) is completely
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cured by the administration of pancreatic extract
and by that treatment alone." In these words Dr.
Byrom Bramwell defines the condition to which he
draws attention in the Edinburgh Medical Journal
for May. It appears to be extremely rare,

although cases of arrested development associated
with, and apparently due to, chronic diarrhoea
are not so uncommon, but in these cases there is

usually no evidence of defective pancreatic secre-
tion. Dr. Bramwell records details of his case,
which has been under observation off and on for 14
years, and has done excellently on pancreatic
extract. He notes from the literature also four
other cases, in all of which pancreatic extract gave
most satisfactory results. It appears that there is
also a type of disease, termed intestinal infantilism
(Herter), which may simulate this pancreatic type,
but in these cases there may be associated condi-
tions such as anaemia and splenic enlargement,
whilst in one case referred to there were gastric
dilatation and severe gastric tetany. The indication
of the true pancreatic infantilism appears to be
found not only from careful tests, of which Sahli’s
appears to be particularly favoured by Dr. Bramwell,
but apparently also by observing the effect of

pancreatic treatment. 
____

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION : INVESTIGATIONS INMANCHESTER.

WE have received a copy of the first annual

report of the Air Pollution Advisory Board of the
Manchester City Council, from which it appears
that the question is going to receive promptly a
very thoroughgoing investigation in that city. In

fact, the work of this board represents a very
spirited attempt to deal with the problems of
smoke abatement on new lines. In the monthly
reports published in THE LANCET of investigations
on the nature and amount of soot-fall those made
by the authorities at Manchester have already been
recorded, but their inquiries are about to be ex-
tended. Thus, in addition to soot-fall observations,
actinometric and photometric methods have been
tried, and also an air-filter. Systematic observations
have been made by the use of (1) an iodine actino-
meter ; (2) a photographic recording actinometer;
and (3) a photometer for measuring daylight. Refer-
ence is made in the report to the soot-gauge returns
published in THE LANCET. " They prove," the
report states, "that for the month of October the
total air pollution is less at Manchester than at
Oldham, Birmingham, London, Sheffield, and
Bolton, Oldham being much the dirtiest place.
All of them contrast most unfavourably with
Malvern, Oldham having about 28 times as

much soot and tar as Malvern." The com-

parison in regard to Manchester and London
is based on the results obtained at the Embank-
ment station of the latter city, which has nearly
always shown a much worse state of affairs than
the other seven London stations. This evil
condition is probably due to smoke from the river
and railways. The comparison is hardly a fair one
to use, therefore, in a broad generalisation. We are i

glad to see the progress that is being made towards
carrying out systematic and scientific investigation
of the atmospheric pollution created by smoke, and
it is to be hoped that Manchester’s fine example
will be followed by other cities and towns. We are
particularly gratified at the success of the move-
ment since we took a large and active share in
initiating it, and have from the beginning published
the returns made in the monthly records.

THE CAUSATION OF GINGIVITIS. 

GINGIVITIS, or inflammation of the gums, is most
familiar in its chronic form, pyorrhcea alveolaris.
Since attention was first directed to it the number
of general medical and even surgical conditions
which are held to claim oral sepsis as a leading
etiological factor is very large ; it appears to share
with the large intestine the unenviable reputation
of being a sort of slow poisoner through the
machinations of the organisms it harbours. But
whilst conditions in the colon can with difficulty
be accurately investigated, the mouth affords
readier access for this purpose, and sufficient
facts have been adduced, we think, to make the
physician very willing to seek the aid of the
odontologist when faced with certain chronic con-
ditions of probable infective origin. We.know
that the orthopedic surgeon has already appre-
ciated the significance of oral sepsis in its relation
to some arthritic states. It is probable, however,
that, in turn, the physician may help the dentist,
and this more especially in coming to a decision as
to what is, after all, the essential problem-namely,
the cause of the pyorrhoea. He may do so in two,
ways. First, gingivitis is a recognised sequela or
symptom in certain general diseases. Some cases
of secondary anaemia, for instance, lead to pyor.
rhcea by inducing an anaemic and flabby condition
of the gums, and predisposing in this way to the
entrance of organisms. In many cases of leukaemia
gingivitis occurs; in measles similarly. Lead
poisoning in its less marked forms may give a
key to the true cause of an inflammatory or
unhealthy condition of the gums, even in
absence of the characteristic blue line. Scurvy,
too, a primary blood condition, leads to changes in
the gums. Secondly, it seems possible that gingivitis
may follow dietetic errors. A recognition of such
possible causes of lowered vitality, either general
or local, is of much value. Generalised periodontal
disease begins in a marginal gingivitis, and many
dental pathologists consider that the latter condi-
tion is due to the formation of stagnant areas

around the teeth. Dr. R. Ackerley, in an interesting
communication/ considers that the main factors in
producing the gingivitis are: (1) a chronic hyper-
aemia due to the habit of taking food and drink
hotter than the body; (2) a chronic congestion of
the mouth, throat, and nose due to hyperaemia of
the stomach from overfeeding and too frequent
feeding; and (3) the effect on the mucous mem-
brane of the oro-pharynx of moist, warm, unwhole-
some, microbe-laden air. He states that he has
seen several patients with considerable chronic
gingivitis who were not mouth-breathers and who
kept their teeth scrupulously clean, but who, on
the other hand, were addicted to taking hot drinks.
With the abandonment of the hot drinks he has
found a marked improvement in the condition of
the mouth. These observations emphasise the
importance of the influences which certain foods,
and the manner of eating them, exert upon the
gums. Dryness of the mouth, induced by mouth
breathing, leads to lowered vitality, as does also the
sustained, chronic congestion of the gums caused by
frequent drinking of too hot fluids, either in infancy
or even in adults. In the former, such congestion
may itself lead to mouth breathing. Of benefit
are foods which demand considerable " gum
egercise " or the act of sucking. Fat mixed

1 Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine, Odontological
Section, vol. viii., No. 2.


